Production of basic fibroblast growth factor in cultured rat brain microglia.
The production of basic fibroblast growth factor (bFGF) in cultured rat brain microglia was investigated. Rat brain microglia were found to express mRNA of bFGF in analysis by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) technique. Basic FGF was also detected in microglial cell lysate by Western blot analysis. These results indicate that microglia produce bFGF and possibly contribute to the regulation of neuronal development and regeneration.